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Chairman  of  Health  Committee  : 

Mr.  SAMUEL  PARKER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  M.  McMILLAN,  M.R.,  C.H.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

WILLIAM  WANE,  C.S.I. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1926. 

Area,  3,854  acres. 

Population,  estimated  20,000.  Registrar-General  (for  this  report) 
20,030.  Census  1921,  17,304. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  1921,  3,434;  1926,  4,145. 

Number  of  families  or  occupiers:  1921,  3,900'  approximately; 
1926,  4,875. 

0  |  District  Rate,  -£204. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  J 

|  Poor  Rate,  £202. 

Rateable  value,  £56,790. 

General  District  Rate,  5/-  in  the  £. 

Poor  Rate,  8/6  in  the  £.  Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  :  Out-relief, 
£*1,828  15s.  6d.  ;  Unemployment  Relief,  £2,904  13s.  6d. 
Birth  Rate,  20.9. 

Death  Rate,  9.8. 

Infantile  Death  Rate,  69.2  per  1,000  Births. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate,  0.24. 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  2.  Rate  per  1,000  Births,  4.7. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  11.  From  other  Tuber¬ 
culous  Diseases,  5. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OK  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1926,  This  year's 
report  is  what  the  Ministry  of  Health  term  an  ordinary  report, 
and  consists  mainly  of  statistics  together  with  comments  on  such 
matters  of  interest  which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  1926 
was  419 — 204  males  and  215  females ;  of  these  11  were  illegiti¬ 
mate — 2  males,  9  females.  This  gives  a  birth-rate  of  20.91  per 
1,000,  which  is  a  decrease  of  2.1  per  1,000  as  compared  wfth 
1925,  when  it  was  23.0.  There  were  27  births  less  registered 
during  1926  than  in  1925. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  197 — 101  males 
and  96  females — a  decrease  of  23  as  compared  with  last  year. 
This  gives  a  death-rate  of  9.8  per  1,000  as  compared  with  11.38 
in  1925.  The  deaths  registered  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth,  numbered  2 — 1  from  Sepsis.  The  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year,  per  1,000‘  births,  was  69.2,  legitimate 
62.0,  illegitimate  7.0,  a  decrease  of  18.2  as  compared  with  last 
year. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Gough 
during  1926. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years, 
was  2. 

A  table  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  giving  the  causes 
of  all  deaths  in  the  district  is  appended. 


SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

CAUSED  OF  DEATH  DURI.XG  THE  YEAR  1926. 


Causes  of  Death 

M  ALES 

F  (-MALES 

All  Causes 

... 

101 

96 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

0 

0 

2 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

0 

0 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

7 

Influenza 

6 

0 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

n 

( 

4 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

3 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

8 

6 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

2 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

7 

4 

16 

Heart  Disease 

6 

5 

17 

Arterio-sclerosis 

0 

0 

18 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

15 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

13 

10 

1  20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

0 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

4 

0 

22 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

0 

0 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

3 

I  26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

O' 

1 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

of 

0 

2 

28 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 
Premature  Birth 

13 

5 

29 

Suicide 

0 

0 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

... 

4 

3 

T— f 

CO 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

... 

15 

...  29 

32 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

1 

0 

SEDGLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  HURT  AG  THE  YEAR  ig26. 


Causes  of  Death 


Males 


Special  Causes  (included  above) 
Poliomyelitis 
Poliocencephalitis 


0 

0 


0 

0 

11 

1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ~ 


(  Total  18 

|  Illegitimate  2 


( 


Total  Births 


204 

202 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 


Population 


20,030 


Causes  of  Sickness. 


Much  cold  and  wet  weather  was  experienced  during  1926, 
and  Respiratory  Diseases  were  very  prevalent.  There  were 
59  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Diseases,  nearly  one-third  of  the  total 
deaths  being  so  caused.  There  were  6  deaths  from  Influenza, 
21  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  28  from  Pneumonia,  and  11  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  In  addition  Cancer  was  responsible 
for  14  deaths,  and  Congenital  Debility  and  Prematurity  accounted 


for  18. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


The  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1926  were  as 
follows: — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  36;  Non-pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  22;  Scarlet  Fever,  15;  Pneumonia,  25,  Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup,  20;  Erysipelas,  9;  Puerperal  Fever,  1;  and 
Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum,  2.  The  ratio'  of  non-notified  Tuber¬ 
culosis  death  to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  01  to*  11.  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  Tuberculosis  is  efficient. 


Ophthalmia  Neo=natorum. 


Two  cases  were  notified  during  1926;  both  recovered  with¬ 
out  permanent  damage  to  sight. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE 
DISTRICT. 

There  are  5  certified  mid-wives  in  the  district,  4  working 
independently  and  1  under  a  branch  of  the  Staffordshire  County 
Nursing  Association,  in  Sedgley.  These  provide  General  and 
Obstetric  Nursing,  and  are  under  the  control  of  the  County. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1926. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton, 
for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases.  Tuberculosis  is  treated 
at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  in  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton, 
under  the  scheme  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act.  Suitable 
cases  are  sent  to  various  Sanatoria. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authorities  or 
County  Councils  for  the  Treatment  of — 

(a)  Tuberculosis,  The  Dispensaries,  Parsons  Street,  Dudley, 
and  Bell  Street,  Wolverhampton;  (b)  Maternity,  none;  (c)  Chil¬ 
dren,  none;  (d)  Fever,  none;  (e)  Small-pox,  the  Local  Authority 
has  a  share  in  the  Conjoint  Small-pox  Hospital ;  (other)  Typhoid 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  in  the  General  Hospital,  Wol¬ 
verhampton,  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  are  all  situate  out¬ 
side.  These  are  : — Wolverhampton,  the  General  Hospital,  the 
Women’s  Hospital,  and  the  Eye  Infirmary;  Dudley,  the  Guest 
H  ospital,  which  also  has  provision  for  the  treatment  of  eye 
diseases. 

No  institutional  treatment  is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers 
or  illegitimate  children  ;  homeless  children  are  cared  for  by  the 

Guardians.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

1.  Infectious  Cases. — An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the 
Conjoint  Board  for  the  removal  of  Small-pox  cases,  otherwise 
there  is  none.  2.  Accident  cases. — No  ambulance  is  available. 
In  urgent  cases  an  ambulance  may  be  obtained  from  Wolver¬ 
hampton  or  Dudley  by  the  courtesy  of  the  officials  concerned. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  founded  in  1917 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  taken  over  by  the  County  Authority 
in  1920,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Three  nurses  reside  on  the 
premises,  a  medical  man.  attends  weekly,  and  provision  is  made 
for  dental  and  ophthalmic  treatment.  The  Centre  is  used  for 
training  purposes,  newly-appointed  nurses  being  sent  there  for  a 
course  of  instruction  in  welfare  work  before  taking  up  their 
districts.  A  branch  Centre  was  opened  in  Lower  Gornal  during 
the  year  and  is  doing  well.  The  following  table  gives  details  of 
the  work  done. 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  may  be  sent  to  the 
County  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Lichfield.  Diphtheria, 
swabs,  sputum,  urine,  faeces,  and  any  other  specimens  having  a 
public  health  interest  are  examined  free.  All  the  practitioners 
in  this  area  make  considerable  use  of  the  facilities  provided. 
Neither  the  Schick  nor  the  Dick  tests  has  been  used  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  artificial  immunization  against  diphtheria  or  scarlet 
fever  has  not  been  attempted.  No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccina¬ 
tions  have  been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  (Small-pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

LIST  OF  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE  LAWS  &  REGULATIONS 
relating  to  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  district,  and  date 
of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Parts  2,  3  and  5,  adopted  July,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889,  adopted  January,  1891. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890',  adopted  May,  1891. 

Bye-laws  : — New  Streets  &  Buildings,  confirmed  November,  1911. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milksho'ps  Regulations,  con¬ 
firmed  July,  1900. 

Tents,  vans,  etc.,  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 
1911. 

Slaughterhouse  Regulations,  confirmed  November, 

1900. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Parts  2,  3,  4  and  5,  adopted  December,  1925. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  by  the 
South  Staffordshire  Water  Works  Company,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  houses,  about  50,  on  our  Wolverhampton  border,  which 
are  supplied  by  that  Corporation.  The  water  is  drawn  from 
areas  outside  the  district;  the  supply  is  constant  and  of  good 
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quality,  but  very  hard.  Thirteen  new  houses  have  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  mains.  There  are  a  few  rain-water  wells  and 
cisterns,  but  these  are  used  solely  for  washing  and  cleansing 
purposes. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  only  streams  we  have  in  the  district  are  small  water¬ 
courses  carrying  off  storm  water,  and  draining  into  tributaries  of 
the  Severn  and  Tame. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Improvements  in  house  drainage  continues  to  make  good 
progress  at  Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal.  During  the  year  271 
houses  have  been  provided  with  drains  connected  with  the  new 
soil  sewers. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  sewering  of  Gornal  Wood  and  Lower  Gornal  has  now 
been  completed.  This  work  has  been  carried  out  under  two 
contracts  embracing  about  16  miles  of  sewers. 

Work  under  the  first  contract  was  commenced  in  February, 
1925,  and  under  the  second  contract  in  August,  1925.  During 
the  year  1926  about  8  miles  of  sewers  were  laid. 

The  Disposal  Works  for  these  areas  was  started  in  October, 
1925,  and  are  now  within  measurable  distance  of  completion. 

Pipe-laying  on  site  (about  2-|  miles  of  pipes)  completed. 

Storm  Tanks  and  Sedimentation  Tank  completed. 

Sewage  Beds  completed. 

Humus  Tanks  nearing  completion. 

Filter  Beds  in  progress. 

The  site  of  the  works  contains  an  area  of  seven  acres,  situate 
South  of  Himley  Road,  close  to  the  boundary  dividing  Sedgley 
and  Kingswinford  districts,  the  Mineral  Railway  of  Lord  Dudley 
running  along  the  Southern  boundary  of  same. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  dealt  with  in 
the  report  of  your  Inspector,  who  has  been  responsible  for  the 
management  of  this  work  since  October,  1922. 
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The  increasing  number  of  ashbins  at  Sedgley  and  Upper 
Gornal,  in  place  of  the  wet  ashpits  abolished,  has  effected  a 
noticeable  improvement  in  these  areas. 

At  Lower  Gornal  the  sewering  of  the  district  has  interfered 
with  the  removal  of  refuse.  This  difficulty  is  now  ended,  and 
the  conditions  in  that  area  due  to  arrears  of  work  show  improve¬ 
ment. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  carried 
out  in  the  usual  way.  Full  particulars  will  be  found  under 
Housing  and  in  the  Inspector’s  Report. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  smoke  nuisance  is  not  appreciable  in  this  area. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  work  of  privy  conversion  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  at 
Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal,  but  the  conservency  system  is 
general  throughout  Lower  Gornal,  the  .Straits,  and  Gospel  End 
Village. 

Of  the  privies  existing,  90  per  cent,  are  of  a  type  which 
allows  the  ashes  to  mix  with  the  excrement,  the  privy  and  the 
ashpit  being  combined  in  one  structure,  the  remaining  10  per 
cent,  have  privy  cesspits.  The  structures  vary  much  in  size, 
and  have  a  storage  capacity  varying  from  two  to  six  months. 

There  are  no  pail  closets,  nor  are  there  any  slop  water 
closets  existing. 

At  the  end  of  1926  there  were  1,687  water  closets  against 
1,405  in  the  previous  year,  269  being  additions  in  the  place  of 
privies  abolished,  and  13  provided  in  connection  with  new  houses 
completed  during  the  year.  The  privies  number  2,042  against 
2,246  in  the  previous  year. 

The  ashpits  number  1,691  against  1,829,  and  there  are  now 
1,513  ashbins  against  1,284  at  the  end  of  1925. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  in  this  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  Stafford¬ 
shire  Education  Authority.  Their  sanitary  condition  is  good, 
they  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  mains. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any  School  during  the 
year.  When  closure  is  required  the  system  of  class  closure  is 
favoured. 

School  Clinics  are  held,  special  attention  being  given  to 
cleanliness.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  high,  and  the  district 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  surrounding  areas. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE=LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings,  offensive  trades  or 
underground  sleeping  rooms.  Slaughter-houses  are  controlled 
by  bye-laws,  and  the  control  of  fish-frying  establishments  is  still 
under  consideration. 

HOUSING. 

No  material  improvement  has  been  effected  during  the  year. 
There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  overcrowding,  and  our  waiting- 
list  now  numbers  over  400  applicants. 

The  Housing  Committee  is  doing  excellent  work  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  overcrowding  by  giving  preference  to  applicants  living 
in  overcrowded  conditions,  and  by  allowing  exchange  of  tenancies 
in  order  to  remedy  overcrowding. 

There  have  been  44  changes  of  tenancy  in  the  8001  houses 
under  Council  control,  Parlour  type  26,  Non-parlour  type  18,  and 
11  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied  thereby. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  Housing  Committee,  by  the 
Council,  to  proceed  with  the  building  of  10  houses  in  Eve  Lane, 
Upper  Gornal,  have  not  yet  materialised,  unforeseen  difficulties 
having  arisen  ;  these  have  now  been  removed  and  tenders  for  the 
work  accepted.  It  is  hoped  that  the  houses  will  be  erected  and 
tenanted  during  the  current  year. 


14 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  under  (a)  ...  ...  13 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  13 

1.  Unfit  DwelIing=Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 
spected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injuries  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  243 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3,  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 
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t  Han  well  U.  D.  having  been  added  to  healing  M.  B.  on  the  ist  October,  1926,  the  figures  relate  to  158  towns  for  the  first  nine  months  and  to  T57  towns  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 
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B - Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  68 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  15,  Housing 

Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  86 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  not  under 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Number  of  Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 
inspected,  84. 

Number  of  nuisances  found,  1;  remedied,  1. 

Number  found  having  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  4; 
remedied,  4. 

In  this  area  there  are  no  Laundries,  and  the  principal  work¬ 
shops  are  Bakehouses. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

One  of  the  most  striking  points  of  interest  in  1926  is  the 
remarkably  low  death-rate,  9.8;  this  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record 
for  the  area,  and  is  very  considerably  below  that  for  England 


17 


and  Wales,  which  is  11.6.  Our  death-rate  for  1925  was  11.38. 
The  Infantile  death-rate  is  also  very  low,  being  69.2,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  70.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  steady  decline  in 
our  Infantile  Mortality  rate  during  the  past  decade  has  been 
coincident  with  the  great  improvement  in  sanitation  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work.  We  no  longer  have  so 
many  deaths  from  premature  birth,  our  deaths  from  diarrhoea 
have  been  greatly  reduced,  and  deaths  from  zymotic  disease 
amongst  infants  are  n-egligable. 

Our  birth-rate,  20.9,  whilst  being  lower  than  that  for  last 
year,  23.0,  is  still  considerably  above  that  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  was  17.8. 

That  the  work  of  sewering  and  providing  sewage  disposal 
works  for  Lower  Gornal  is  nearing  completion  is  also  a  matter 
for  congratulation. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  furnishes  details  of  work ‘in  his  department  not  already 
covered.  Thanking  the  Chairman,  Councillors,  and  my  brother 
officers,  more  especially  your  Inspector,  to  whom  much  of  the 
success  of  my  department  is  due,  for  their  hearty  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

a.  m.  McMillan. 


May  is/,  1026 . 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1926. 


Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  House, 

Sedgley. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sedgley  Urban 

District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1926.  This  is  mv 
27th  Annual  Report. 

Inspections. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  :  Dwelling-houses,  763 ;  Workshops,  including  Bake¬ 
houses,  84;  Slaughter-houses,  108;  Cowsheds,  91;  total,  1,046; 
re-inspections,  1,240.  Of  the  dwelling-houses  inspected,  28  were 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Regulations,  1925. 

Thirty-six  houses  were  reported  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion,  and  one  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  action  taken  to  remedy  these  conditions  is  as  follows  : 
36  houses  were  reported  for  closure,  and  Closing  Orders  were 
made  in  28  cases,  the  consideration  of  the  remainder  being 
adjourned  to  enable  the  owners  to  render  the  buildings  fit  for 
habitation. 

Houses  Rendered  Fit  for  Habitation. 

Fourteen  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  of 
which  3  were  under  Closing  Orders,  and  1 1  not  under  Closing 
Orders,  10  of  which  were  reported  unfit  for  habitation,  and  1 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 


19 


Houses  under  Closing  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  29  houses  under 
Closing  Orders. 

During  the  year  28  Closing  Orders  were  made,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  47  houses  under  Closing  Orders,  as 
follows  : — 

22  and  23  Dudley  Road. 

j 

87  Gospel  End  Street. 

28,  29,  30,  31,  32  and  33  Windmill  Street. 

142  and  143  Graveyard  Road. 

4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  16,  17,  18,  19  Jews  Lane. 

21,  22  and  23  Moden  Hill. 

1,  2  and  3  Monument  Lane. 

122  Bath  Street. 

22,  23,  24  and  24a  New  Street. 

20  and  21  High  Street. 

24  and  26  Tipton  Street. 

32  and  33  Kent  Street. 

11  Dudley  Road. 

47,  48,  49  and  50  Pale  Street. 

8  and  9  Inhedge  Street. 

13  Stone  Street. 

43  and  44  Clarence  Street. 

Of  the  remainder,  3  have  been  rendered  fit  and  the  Orders 
revoked,  and  7  have  been  demolished  bv  the  owners. 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  36  houses  under 
Demolition  Orders;  2  of  these  have  been  demolished,  of  the  34 
remaining  18  are  still  occupied.  The  complete  list  is  as  follows  : — 
58  Jews  Lane. 

29  Summit  Place. 

31  Vale  Street. 

9  and  10  Victoria  Terrace. 

91  Ruiton  Street. 

12,  13,  14,  14a  and  15  Tower  Street. 
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25  Dudley  Road. 

1  Cricket  Meadow. 

25b  and  27  Hollow  ay  Street. 

24a,  36  and  37  Kent  Street. 

1  Duke  Street. 

9  Mo-den  Hill. 

15  Cooper’s  Bank  Road. 

61  to  73  Graveyard  Road. 

Houses  Demolished. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  9  houses  have  been 
demolished  by  the  owners,  7  of  which  were  under  Closing  Orders 
and  2  under  Demolition  Orders. 

20,  24,  25,  25a,  26  and  27  Jews  Lane. 

12  Dudley  Road. 

1  Beacon  Court. 

36  Summer  Lane. 

Drainage  Work  and  Privy  Connections. 

Ihe  work  of  providing  premises  with  proper  drainage  to 
replace  the  surface  drains  previously  discharging  into  the 
channels  of  public  streets,  and  the  provision  of  clean  water 
closets  to  replace  privies,  continues  to  make  satisfactory 
progress. 

During  the  year  1926,  271  houses  and  premises  have  been 
provided  with  watertight  drains;  269  water  closets  have  been 
installed  in  place  of  204  privies,  these  conveniences,  together 
with  138  ashpits,  have  been  abolished;  229  galvanized  bins  have 
been  provided  in  place  of  the  ashpits  abolished. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Sewerage  Disposal  Works  at 
Sedgley  and  Upper  Gornal,  604  houses  and  premises  have  been 
provided  with  proper  drainage. 

618  Water  closets  have  been  installed  in  place  of  479  privies, 
and  316  ashpits  have  been  abolished. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  8  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are 
subject  to  annual  licences.  There  has  been  no  change  of 
occupiers  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  as  to  situation  with 
name  of  occupiers. 


No.  OF 
Licence 

Occupier. 

Situation  of  Slaughterhouse. 

*1 

Martha  E.  W.  Marsh 

34,  High  Holborn,  Sedgley. 

*3 

Edward  Turner 

13,  Abbey  Road,  Lower  Gornal. 

*7 

George  C.  Marsh 

9,  Dudley  Street,  Sedgley. 

8 

Louis  P.  Perry 

109,  Kent  Street,  Upper  Gornal. 

9 

Joseph  R.  Bowyer 

Abbey  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

10 

Daniel  Field 

9,  Lake  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

*11 

Edward  E.  Wise 

37,  New  Street,  Lower  Gornal. 

12 

Charles  H.  Guest 

30,  Hill  Street,  Upper  Gornal. 

*  In.  use  in  1920,  and  during  Control  under  Food  Control  Orders. 


Suspected  Swine  Fever. 

On  the  7th  April  last  I  was  notified  of  the  slaughter  of  8 
pigs  at  Bilston  Street,  Sedgley,  owing  to  suspected  Swine  Fever. 

In  company  with  Major  Green,  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  I  examined  all  organs  and  carcases.  The  whole  of 
the  lungs  were  found  to  be  diseased,  and  the  intestines  of  one 
carcase  showed  evidence  of  Swine  Fever. 

The  whole  of  the  organs  and  one  carcase  601bs  were  con¬ 
demned  and  surrendered  by  the  owner.  The  whole  were 
saturated  in  lime  and  buried. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  register  now  contains  25  producers  and  37  retailers. 

Three  retailers  have  been  added  to  the  register  during  the 
year,  2  of  whom  reside  outside  the  district.  One  of  the  non¬ 
resident  retailers  is  a  retailer  of  Grade  A.  milk  produced  at  the 
Staffordshire  County  Farm  Institute,  Rodbaston. 

Twenty-two  of  the  producers  are  also  retailers. 
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The  majority  of  the  producers  are  in  a  small  way  of  business, 
the  cows  varying  in  number  from  2  to  10. 

The  total  number  of  cows  kept  average  250. 


Prosecutions. 

The  following  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year  — 


Premises. 

Offence 

Result. 

10  Turls  Hill  Road 

72  King's  Road 

Premises  in  such  a  State 
as  to  be  a  Nuisance... 
Do.  do. 

Order  made,  28  days,  and  pay 
costs,  £4  17s.  Od. 

73  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

74  King’s  Road 

Do  do. 

8  High  Holborn 

72  King’s  Road 

73  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

Disobeying  Order  of 
Court 

Do.  do. 

Order  made,  28  days,  and  pay 
costs,  £2  Is.  Od. 

Fined  £8  13s.  Od.,  and  costs 
£  1  11s.  6d. 

74  King’s  Road 

Do.  do. 

1 0  T urls  Hill  Road 

Do.  do. 

Report  on  the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

I  beg  to  report  as  follows  : — 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  Mr.  Pearson 
having  supervision  of  the  men  and  horses  employed. 

There  are  101  men  employed  full  time,  and  occasional  labour 
on  the  tips  as  required. 

The  haulage  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  the  contractor 
providing  horses  and  drivers  at  a  fixed  rate  per  day. 

Five  horses  are  fully  employed.  This  arrangement  works 

well. 

The  district  is  divided  into  five  areas,  three  men,  including 
the  horse-driver,  being  allotted  to  each  area. 
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During  the  year  12,358  loads  of  refuse  have  been  removed 
from  65,852  buildings  at  a  cost  of  3s.  4fd.  per  load  for  wages 
and  haulage. 

The  cost  per  load  shows  a  decrease,  being  nearly  Id.  per  load 
less  than  that  of  last  year,  when  it  was  3s.  5§d.,  against  3s.  4Jd. 
for  the  year  1924. 

The  number  of  loads  have  increased  by  2,  the  total  for  1925 
being  12,356,  and  for  1924,  12,441  loads. 

The  expenditure  in  wages  and  haulage  amounts  to 
£ 2,065  17s.  6d. ,  against  ^2,112  19s.  lid.  for  1925, 

T’2S0'53  18s.  3d.  for  1924,  and  ^2,030  4s.  8d.  in  1923. 

During  the  year  4^199  privies,  3,751  ashpits,  and  59,957 
ashbins  were  emptied. 

Ashbins  are  emptied  weekly,  with  the  exception  of  a  number 
of  bins  installed  in  connection  with  a  few  houses  spread  over  a 
wide  area.  The  latter  receive  attention  fortnightly. 

Privies  are  emptied  at  periods  varying  from  two  to  six 
months. 


The  number  of  loads  removed  per  house  shows  little 
variation  during  the  past  four  years,  the  average  being  as 
follows  : — In  1926  a  fraction  under  3  per  house ;  1925,  ditto  ; 
1924,  3  loads;  1923,  2}  loads. 


The  cost  per  house  shows  a  considerable  decrease,  being  3d. 
less  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  cost  per  house  for  the  last  five  years  is  as  follows  : — 

1922  Cost  per  House,  11s.  3fd. 

1923  ,,  ,,  ,,  9s.  9}d. 

1924  ,,  ,,  ,,  9s.  lOfd. 

1925  ,,  ,,  ,,  10s.  2£d. 

1926  ,,  ,,  ,,  9s.  114d. 


Remarks. 

The  average  rate  of  wages  paid  during  1926  was  practically 
identical,  and  the  cost  per  horse  during  that  period  slightly  less 
than  the  rate  for  the  year  1925. 
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During  the  year  the  position  has  been  rendered  difficult 
owing  to  the  work  of  sewering  proceeding  in  Lower  Gornal. 

A  suitable  site  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  has  been  acquired 
at  Humphrey  Street,  and  has  been  in  use  since  August  last. 
This  has  helped  forward  the  work  in  Lower  Gornal. 

Inquiries  are  being  made  with  a  view  to  acquiring  suitable 
land  at  Lower  Gornal  for  tipping  purposes,  and  if  obtained  the 
needs  of  the  district  will  be  met  in  this  direction  for  a  consider¬ 
able  period. 

Although  the  recent  coal  dispute  lasted  six  months,  and 
thereby  caused  a  great  shortage  of  coal,  the  total  amount  of 
refuse  to  be  removed  was  not  diminished  because  of  the  very 
inferior  fuel  used  during  this  period. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  WANE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


* 


